Minutes of the Executive Board Meeting

 College Transfer Program Association

September 22, 2006

Durham Technical Community College

Members Present

Thomas Gould, President, Durham Technical Community College

Frank Carter, Immediate Past President, Cape Fear Community College

Suzanne Kaylor, Secretary, Craven Community College

Scott Wilson, Surry Community College, Western Regional Representative

Wayne Wooten, Catawba Valley Community College, Central Regional Representative

Barbara Rusher (for Lisa Chapman), Central Carolina Community College, Central Regional Representative 
Others Present:  Mary Marsha Cupitt, Durham Technical Community College; Cathy Bullock

Call to Order

President Gould called the meeting to order at 9:30 am.

Treasurer’s Report

Account Balance:  $4265

Members:  173 Individual memberships


  20 Institutional memberships

Transfer Advisory Committee (TAC) / Comprehensive Articulation Agreement (CAA) Matters

Transfer Advisory Committee Members. Craig Fulton (UNC-CC) rotated off. Jocelyn Foy (NCCU) will replace Craig as co-chair with Dennis King (A-BCC). Kathi Baucom (UNC-CC) has been appointed to the committee. 

Revision of the CAA.  CAA revisions are in their final stages. The nine-page policy document is more user-friendly than the original, placing the history of the agreement and accompanying legislative documents in an appendix.  The revised CAA is expected to be approved at the November TAC meeting.

Bi-lateral Agreement Inventory. The TAC has compiled a 2+2 program agreement inventory for all community colleges in North Carolina.  These agreements can serve as templates for community college-university program articulations.  This list will be maintained on the TAC website and updated periodically.

Transfer Assured Admissions Policy (TAAP).  Since its inception in March 2006, the Transfer-Assured Admissions Policy (TAAP) has been used by 18 students for placement at UNC-system schools.

Pre-Majors.   Pre-major agreements before the TAC are Special Education, Middle Grades, Information Systems, and Mass Communication/Journalism.  The Information Systems and Mass Communication/Journalism were approved by the TAC and now go before the respective Boards for final approval. The Special Education and Middle Grades pre-majors are still in the draft revision stage.  

Status of NCICU (North Carolina Independent Colleges and Universities). The private colleges and universities currently part of the CAA are negotiating with NCCCS to form a transfer advisory committee comprised of the privates and community college representatives, with an articulation agreement of its own using the current CAA as a template.  Robert Hopkins from St. Andrews Presbyterian will co-chair the new committee.  The new agreement will need to be approved by the State Board. The CTPA Executive Board is concerned at the complexity of maintaining two separate articulation agreements and the problems involved with explaining these two agreements to students.

Performance Standard Review

The committee charged with reviewing the College Transfer Performance Standards has yet to make any recommendations to the legislature. The original plan was for recommendations to the General Assembly during the long session. T. Gould will keep in contact with Keith Brown of the NCCCS on the issue and report any progress to the CTPA membership.
Placement Test Scores

Standardized placement scores for Asset, Compass, and AccuPlacer go into effect system-wide in Fall 2007.  NCCCS Vice-President Dr. Delores Parker asked the CTPA for recommendations for representatives to serve on the committee that will review the effectiveness of these cut-offs.  The CTPA recommended Kimberly Turk (Caldwell CC), Melissa Staley (Central Carolina CC) Suzanne Kaylor (Craven CC), and Mitzi Logan (Pitt CC).
Transfer Core Diploma

The diploma certifying the completion of the General Education Core is projected for legislative approval in December 2006 to be effective January 2007, if colleges chose to adopt it.  Community colleges will have the option whether or not to offer the diploma. The wording of the revised CAA states, “Certification of completion of the general education core for non-graduates is the responsibility of the community college at which the core is completed.”  The Executive Board requests that a discussion on the details of this certification be placed on the agenda of the CTPA Business Meeting at the System Conference in October. T. Gould will also recommend to TAC Co-chair Dennis King that this issue be part of the TAC Update session at the System Conference. Numerous questions about the logistics of this process were raised and need to be addressed before implementation.
CTPA Website/ Brochure

Tom Gould requested suggestions for additions/changes to the CTPA website.  Such info should be sent to Tom at gouldt@durhamtech.edu  The committee suggested a list of discipline/department chairs at each of the colleges, as well as transfer counselors. The website will be undergoing substantial reconstruction during the fall semester, and any suggestions are welcome. A new web administrator has been retained for the site. The CTPA Brochure is also being updated. 
Changes in General Education Requirements UNC-Chapel Hill

UNC-Chapel has substantially revised its General Education requirements (Making Connections) beginning Fall 2006. The new UNC-CH General Education requirements to meet Foundations/ Approaches/ Connections criteria mean that students aiming for transfer to Chapel Hill need accurate advising from the beginning of their enrollment at community colleges. According to the Office of Undergraduate Curricula at UNC-CH, transfer students need to be aware of the following:

· The new curriculum will be implemented for all first year students in fall 2006 and will affect transfer students beginning in fall 2007. 

· The new curriculum requirements will apply to sophomore transfer students entering in fall 2007 and junior transfer students entering in fall 2008. 

· Transfer students enrolling in some professional schools must fulfill 5 of 9 Connections requirements, 2 of which must be Experiential Education and Global Issues. 

Materials relating to this change were distributed to the Executive Board, including curriculum worksheets and equivalency lists. With numerous senior institutions revising their general 

education and graduation requirements, as well as independently designating course categories, such as Math 151/155 (Statistics) not being accepted as a Math course, the question arose whether these institutions, if not violating the letter of the CAA, were certainly violating the spirit of the agreement. These issues as well as the increasing complexity and diversity of transfer led to a discussion of whether a re-evaluation of the CAA is now necessary. Transfer has changed dramatically since 1997 and continues to evolve. A re-evaluation may be in order. The CTPA will convene a Study Committee to examine the issue.    

Curriculum Review Issues

Math.  MAT 171 and 172 (both must be taken) or MAT 175 are now the beginning-level math classes at UNC-CH and NC State. Additionally, statistics courses (MAT 151 or 155) are not considered math credits at either UNC-CH or NC State.  In response to changing math requirements at the university level, the CTPA recommends a reexamination of the math courses in the articulation agreement, including CIS 110 as a general education math credit.  

Foreign Languages.  UNC-CH and NC Central are requiring completion of three semesters of a foreign language for graduation. Foreign language requirements at the senior institutions are becoming increasingly rigorous. Since these changes greatly impact transfer, the CTPA needs to examine the issue and make recommendations to the transfer programs at the community colleges.

Study Committees

To make recommendations concerning significant issues affecting transfer, the CTPA will form study committees in these areas: 

· Performance Standards

· Foreign Language Issues

· Math Issues

· Transfer Student Engagement

· Early/ Middle College High School and Impact on Transfer

· Pre-majors

· CAA Re-Evaluation.  
These committees will be appointed no later than the Fall Business Meeting at the System Conference and should plan on reporting to the membership at the Spring General Meeting.

Nomination for CTPA Officers

Nomination for officers for the organization will be made at the fall meeting, October 9, 2006.

Upcoming CTPA meetings

Fall Business Meeting.  The fall Business Meeting of the CTPA will be held at the System Conference on Monday, October 9, 2006.  

System Conference Sessions Concerning Transfer:  

· College Transfer Program Association Business Meeting, Monday, Oct. 9, 7:30-8:30 am. Imperial C Ballroom

· Transfer Advisory Committee Update, Monday, Oct. 9, 10:30-11:45 am, Imperial C Ballroom

· View From the Top:  President Bowles and President Lancaster, Monday Oct. 9, 1:30-2:45 pm, Imperial C Ballroom

Spring 2007 Meeting:  Friday, April 20, 2007, Wake Technical Community College

CTPA Executive Board Meeting adjourned at 1:00p.m.
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